Unit 7 Investigation 1

Activity 7.1.1
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A New Function Family: World Population Growth

Since the 1960s even though the world population keeps growing, world food production has also expanded. Farmers know that crop rotation expands crop yields. New and improved fertilizers and the ability to produce great quantities of fertilizer as well as chemical pesticides have made it possible to increase crop yields on the same amount of farm land. In dry, arid regions, large irrigation systems allow crops to be grown and thus have increased the amount of farm land. The introduction of genetically altered crops have also greatly increased crop yields. Crop yields are increasing but so is the world population. Scientists need to know if one quantity is growing much faster than the other. 

What could happen if the population is growing much faster than the amount of food produced? 
